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2016 HISPANIC MINISTRIES Conference Report 
By Hispanic Ministries Director: Toby Lazo 

 
Here is a brief report of what I shared with the Hispanic leaders on Wednesday afternoon and 
at the general assembly on Thursday morning. 

The Road Ahead….. 
 
“When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the Levitical priests carrying 
it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it.  Then you will know which way to 
go, since you have never been this way before.”   Joshua 3:3-4 
 

In life, we often have to walk down uncertain paths and although we all want to reach a safe 
place, we often do not know what path to take, this was a reality for the people of Israel. Notice 
that before the people of Israel crossed the Jordan, Joshua made them aware of the condition 
of road ahead, this really was an uncertain path. A way which never before the people of Israel 
had crossed. As I study the life of Joshua, I realize that like many other men of God who 
achieved great things, Joshua prepared to walk through this uncertain path relying on a 
promise that God gave him, …As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you 
nor forsake you. Joshua 1:5 
 
I encouraged the Hispanic leaders who are struggling in their ministries to look at life of Joshua 
and to follow his example. Based on some of the passages from his book, I spoke to the leaders 
about four important principles that should guide our lives. 
 

1  We must rely on the promises of God. 
 
Joshua heard the voice of the Lord and the promise of his presence was evident in the life of 
Joshua from the day of his calling. “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave 
you nor forsake you” Joshua 1:5b 
 

2 We must walk according to my Word 
Joshua received clear instructions on how he should walk. “Be strong and be courageous and 
be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you…”  Joshua 1:7 
 

3 We must choose to live a life of holiness 
Before the people of Israel crossed the Jordan River, Joshua commanded the people to 
sanctified themselves. Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord 
will do amazing things among you”  Joshua 3:5 
 

4  We must follow the guidance of the Spirit 
There is something else that was important for the people of Israel before crossing the river, 
they must follow the Ark of the Covenant. “…When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
your God, and the Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out from your position and 
follow it.”  Joshua 3:3 
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On the second part of our meeting, I gave Pastor Edwin the opportunity to speak about a trip 
that he and Mike took to Nicaragua. Pastor Edwin encouraged the pastors to think about the 
poor and to engage in missions around the world. He spoke about the work that his church is 
doing in Central America and how they are helping the poor. He also challenged the pastors to 
help financially to World Partners. 
 
We also recognized and honored the pastors who came from Sonora, Mexico and we thanked 
Frank Franco and Albert Ellis for the missionary work they did years ago. This perhaps was the 
most important moment of the afternoon. Among the group that came from Sonora was an 
older lady by the name of Manuela, who came with her husband. Albert asked to speak and I 
gave him the opportunity to share a few words. He gave testimony on how Manuela was the 
first person that came to Christ, when they first visited Sonora. 
 
Manuela was a very devoted Catholic who was impacted by the word of the Lord that she 
received from Albert and Frank. After she came to Christ, Manuela brought her entire family to 
the Lord and the first church was built on her property. We now have seven churches in 
Caborca with one of the pastors from Sonora whose name is Francisco Madrid, Manuela’s son. 
It is really amazing what God can do with just one person. I must tell you that the pastors from 
Caborca were very moved by the recognition they received that day. This part of the meeting 
was not planned by me, but certainly was planned by the Spirit. Most of the people who 
attended the Hispanic meeting when hearing this testimony were moved to tears of joy for the 
wonderful work that has been done on the other side of the border. 
 
Finally, I made the congregation aware that we have now legalized the Missionary Church of 
Mexico. This is a milestone for our denomination and the people of Mexico and at same time, 
most of the churches will now have a legal entity in their own country. 
 
Toby Lazo 
Hispanic Ministries Director 


